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Occurrence of the redback spider Latrodectus hasseltii in Nithama City, Ehime Prefecture, Japan

Hiroshi MURAKAMI, Shinya TAMALI, Shinji MATSUI

The occurrence of the redback spider Latrodectus hasseltii in Ehime Prefecture has been sporadic since it was first
identified in 2014. However, in 2019, 37 adult females and multiple eggs were confirmed at the same location in Nithama
City. Because this was the largest number of the species captured in the prefecture, intensive control measures were
implemented, and in addition, a policy for future control measures was established. As a result of intensive pest control, the
number of pests captured decreased from 48.2 pests/survey to 4.1 pests/survey, but the number has not yet been eradicated. As
for the occurrence of the redback spider, it tended to be concentrated inside the grating installed in the parking lot.
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