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Abstract

Recently, water pollution from paddy fields has become an environmental problem in

the Mima river, a tributary of the Shimanto river. A soil conditioner(e.g. magnesium

sulfate) and chemical fertilizers, both selected based on diagnosis of the soil nutrient

status, were applied to paddy fields either before puddling and transplanting. One day

after puddling or transplanting, the suspensoid density of the water decreased in the

treated paddy field, compared with that of a paddy field under normal cultivation

practices. Moreover, the soil conditioner had a positive effect on rice yield compared

with the normal cultivation plot. The cost of the soil conditioner was 4,820 yen /10a.



